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AYHA August Board Meeting Minutes

Tuesday 8/15/2006

Mullett Ice Center

6:30 p.m. – 8:45 p.m.

Board Members Present:  Jim Johnson, Mark Roznik, Jeff Novak, Eric Fenton, Agnes O’Connor, Mark Duerwachter, Peter Supple, Mike Bredeson, Kari Diel
Others Present:  Jeff and Deb Martel, John Wardman, Monique Henry, Bruce Hopkins, Janet O’Brien, Ashland Leonard, Tracy Henze, Kathy Tucker
Review Minutes from Previous Month:  The July annual meeting minutes were reviewed at the August’s Board meeting.   Jim Johnson motioned to pass based on revisions noted.  Mark seconded the motion.   Motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report (Jeff N.):  Reviewed the revenues for the month of July.   Some refunds this past month were noted and interest is now accumulating in our account.   Do we want to look at putting the interest in money market accounts?   Mark agreed that it might be something to look into.  Mark R. motioned to pass the Treasurer’s Report, Mark D. seconded the motion.   Motion passed.  
Monique said that her check has not cleared for the jerseys that they bought at the end of last year….checks went to Tom Sorenson.   Mike B. will check to see if the checks are still with the jerseys.  
Criteria for Playing Up (Eric F.):  There has been some discussion on changing the criteria for playing up a level.  The idea is that there is some benefit for players to play 2 years at the Bantam level prior to playing High School hockey.  This will be discussed a bit more throughout the year for a possible policy change.  

Be-Wellness Fitness Center (Jake Heisler.):  Jake Heisler, former UW-Badger hockey player, introduced the Be-Wellness Fitness Center.   It is a new facility in Delafied that boasts a Woodway Blade skating treadmill.  Be fitness has designed fitness and conditioning classes around the treadmill and are encouraging AYHA players to join.  Jeff Baker, graduated from UW – Eau Claire is the Fitness Director at Be.   He will work with players on becoming a better athlete.   Andy Littaritz explained why they wanted to bring a hockey fitness program to Be.   Woodway does a lot of work with colleges and universities and this facility is a pilot for their programs.  Be Fitness has pre-season training programs that AYHA players can consider.   Literature will be left at the Mullett Ice Center.  
Girl’s Program Issues (Eric, Roz, Bruce):  Discussion took place on what the direction of AYHA should be with respect to supporting and building a strong girl’s program.   Some of the points noted during the discussion are listed below:

· WAHA policy is that state tournaments for boys and girls are the same weekend.   WAHA will not change it so that the girl’s can play on both the girls’ teams and the co-ed teams.    
· Pete has suggested that after coaching girls on both boys and girls teams that girls develop faster and quicker playing against girls.   They get lost somewhat when they are playing against boys.   
· Janet O’Brien has mentioned that when her daughter went to the WAHA Development program that most of the girls were playing on boys teams.

· Bruce Hopkins has noted that the players for the girls’ teams have been decreasing.   We have gone down from 2 Girls teams to 1 team.   If girls continue to play on the boys’ team, the girls program will continue to decline and lose momentum.  If we want to build up the girls teams within the Association, then we need to start now.
· A question was raised if we can go outside the district to build up the girls program?   Yes, we do today.   There are some girls from both West Bend and Elmbrook that play within our Association.

· Monique suggested that if we want to promote a girls program then we need to start it next year and grandfather in those already in the association.  Her daughter had a tough year last year participating in both the boys and girls programs.   They paid full ice fees for her to participate in both and they felt that the perception from others was that they were taking advantage of the association.   Monique said that her daughter feels that she gets more out of the boys’ practices then the girls.  
· Tracy – there are a lot of things we can do to promote the girls both athletically and socially so that they enjoy being part of the girls programs.

· Bruce suggested that if a girl plays both boys and girls teams that they need to designate a primary and secondary.

· Jeff Martel commented that as a coach for the girl’s team – it’s important to understand what the primary and secondary team is so that a coach knows whether a player is going to show up for a game or tournament.

· Last year the Girls U-12 team was competitive.  They had good practices and became a good team.   There is a need to know how many players will be committed to the girls’ team this year to see if we have enough for 2 teams.
· There are 8 girls currently registered for boys-only this year.

· Kathy indicated that their orthopedic doctor has recommended that girls should not play with boys at the Bantam level due to the roughness.  It’s something for parents to consider. 
.

A transition policy would need to be in place in order to strengthen the girls program.  For this year, it was decided that Eric would focus on increasing interest in the girls’ program and have independent sessions to develop the girls.  At the May annual meeting next year, perhaps we will recommend and vote on a solid direction moving forward.    
Eric motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Mark Roznik seconded.   Meeting adjourned.
